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DRAFT 

The Italian bio-economy, the recovery plan and the 
opportunity for Danish bio-solutions companies 

The purpose of this business delegation to Italy is for Danish bio-solution companies to meet with potential 

Italian buyers and obtain a first-hand experience of the colossal business opportunities existing in Italy today 

within the area of biological solutions, also following the recent allocation of EU recovery funds. This purpose 

will be pursued through a combination of discussions with key sectorial experts, institutions and one-to-one 

meetings with relevant Italian companies with strong commercial interests in bio solutions.  

In 2021, the bio-economy in Italy generated an output of about 364.3 billion euros, employing more than two 

million people and thus registering an output rebound of 10.6%, spread across all bio-sectors. The evolution 

observed in 2021 thus brings the Italian bio-economy to weigh 11.4% of total GDP, up from the previous two 

years. The sector is so important to the country that the Council of Ministers launched a National Strategy for 

the Bio-economy, involving the Ministry of Economic Development, the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 

Forestry Policies, the Ministry of Education, University and Research, the Ministry of the Environment and 

Protection of Land and Sea, the Conference of Italian Regions, the Agency for Territorial Cohesion and the 

National Technology Clusters of Green Chemistry (SPRING) and Agribusiness (CLAN). The policy, as well 

as being governed by the Action Plan (2020-2025) for the implementation of the Italian bio-economy Strategy 

BIT II, is fully integrated within the targets of the National Recovery and Resilience Plan, i.e., the practical 

tool for the Recovery funds in Italy.  

The initiatives to boost the Italian bio-economy concern all sectors of the economy based on biological 

resources (animal and plant species, microorganisms, biomass, organic wastes) and their functions and 

principles, in particular: 

 terrestrial and marine ecosystems and the services they produce;  

 all primary production sectors that use and produce biological resources (agriculture, forestry, 

fisheries, and aquaculture);  

 all economic and industrial sectors that use biological resources and processes to produce food, feed, 

bio-based products, energy and services. 

In this regard, the market for bio solutions, such as bio-stimulants, bio-pesticides and bio-fertilizers, is 

growing rapidly as agriculture as a whole seeks to shift towards more sustainable ways to increase yields, 

with new methods of crop protection and to reduce the use of synthetic chemicals. A new report by IDTechEx, 

an emerging technology research company, titled "Bio-stimulants and Bio-pesticides 2021-2031: 

Technologies, Markets and Forecasts," provides a comprehensive analysis for these emerging substances, 

looking at various product families and more than 40 companies, with a 10-year market forecast in which total 

agricultural bio-solution products will reach $19.5 billion worldwide, of which the bio-stimulant sector will 

be worth $7.5 billion and the bio-pesticide sector will reach $12 billion. Similar forecasts have been made 

with regard to the market for enzymes and microorganisms serving the food industry (from bacterial cultures 

that ameliorate foods quality and increase their shelf life), animal feeds, and bacterial cultures with 

fermentative power (to amplify the power of certain substances and produce energy). 
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The investments within the Italian National Recovery Plan (PNRR) are aimed at modernising existing 

machineries and developing a greener and more sustainable agri-food chain. On this note, out of 221 billion 

€ of NextGen EU funds allocated to Italy, almost 6.8 billion € has been allocated to investments in sustainable 

food production, from agriculture, to processing industry and green energy: it is evident that these measures 

represent a great opportunity for the bio-economy.   

Of great relevance for the field of biosolutions applied to the agri-food sector is Mission No. 2, called “Green 

Revolution and Ecological Transition”. The mission is designed to offer funds for agricultural and food 

innovation, through mechanization, digitalisation and green solutions. In this regard, the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Food and Forestry Policies (MiPAAF) recently published a call for 1.2 billion euros, to be 

reserved for supply chain and district contracts for the agribusiness, fishing and aquaculture, forestry, 

floriculture and horticulture. 25% of this resource ceiling - 300 million euros distributed over a 5-year 

period-  is earmarked exclusively for organic food production. 

The targets for this initiative are: 

- Reduce the use of pesticides, antimicrobials, synthetic fertilizers 

- Strengthen organic farming and combat biodiversity loss 

- Improve animal welfare 

- Improve the distribution of value along the different stages of the chain 

- Develop renewable energy production and energy efficiency 

- Ensure security of food supply 

- Reduce food losses and waste 

 

Mission 2 is also focused on energy efficiency for the agri-food sector, providing measures for bio-methane 

and biogas development, with an endowment of 1.92 billion euros. The strategy will focus on: 

- Convert and improve the efficiency of biogas plants toward the production of bio-methane 

- Support the construction of new bio-methane plants (contribution of 40 percent of the investment) 

- Replace obsolete vehicles with low efficiency with vehicles running on methane/bio-methane  

 

In addition to the missions specifically addressed to agriculture, the bio-solution sector can benefit from other 

major projects included in the Italian Recovery Plan (PNRR). Mission 4 “Education and Research” have 

been allocated with 12 billion euros, and in particular Component 2 “From Research to Enterprise”, will be 

focused in innovation serving the private sector. This will include also relevant research activity dedicated to 

the agribusiness sector- from biotechnology and food processing, to improved animal feed and green energy. 

Recently, the University of Naples “Federico II” received more than 300mln to create the biggest Research 

Center dedicated to Agri-Tech of Europe.  
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Delegation Visit of Danish Companies in Italy:  

a tailor made Programme 

In order to discover all the opportunities available for Danish companies in Italy, the Danish Embassy in 

Rome, together with Dansk Erhverv and Landbrug & Fødevarer, have conceived a detailed programme to 

offer the possibility for stakeholders and commercial partners to meet. Besides the unique chance to encounter 

with international organizations and national business associations, the planning also includes the option for 

companies to have sectorial meetings based on their own core activities and direct one-to-one meetings with 

potential Italian buyers. The visit will be divided between three important poles for food&agri of Italy:  

- Rome, where ministers, private-public associations and international organizations have their HQ; 

- Parma, worldwide famous to be the city where the European Food Safety Authority is and for hosting 

among the most important companies for food and agriculture of Italy; 

- Milan, where investment and researches for the agri-food meet together thanks to strategic business 

association and the trade office of relevant firms of the sector.  

The TC will also help companies for the logistic, arranging accommodations and transfer. 

Tuesday 11th and Wednesday 12th October 

Arrival in Rome and Institutional meetings – Rome 

The first day in Rome will be dedicated to institutional and technical meetings, in particular with 

Confagricoltura and FAO. 

Confagricoltura is the first organization for the protection and 

representation of agricultural businesses. Among others, it is 

focused on innovation and sustainability of the agricultural practices, and it covers the majority of the aspects 

related to agri-food production. After an introductory meeting, participants will have the chance to meet up 

with technical offices and if possible also associated members.       

In the afternoon– accordingly to the availability of the UN agency, considering that in the same dates the 

Committee on Food Security (CFS 50) will take place - the delegation will discover the HQ of the Food and 

Agriculture Organization and meet up with specific divisions accordingly to each company the preferences. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations that leads 

international efforts to defeat hunger. As ways to achieve this mission, FAO collaborates with member states, 

civil society and private sectors, to put in place international programs, economic and technical research and 

policy analysis to support the transformation to more efficient, inclusive, resilient and sustainable agri-food 

systems. Specific Divisions related to Bio-Economy and bio-solutions could be:  

- Plant Production and Protection Division  

- Pest and Pesticide Management- 

- Fisheries and Aquaculture Division (NFI) 

- Animal Production and Health Division (NSA) 

- Partnership Division & Private Sector Mechanism 
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ENEA (the National Agency for new technologies) will also be involved in 

the meeting with FAO, with the aim of building platforms for collaboration 

and for a potential establishment of a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU).  

 

 

Thursday 13thOctober 

Meeting with EFSA and the relevant business companies – Parma 

Departure from Rome to arrive in Parma, considered one of the most important pole for the agri-food business 

and innovation in the world. The Delegation will first meet the European Food Safety 

Authority. EFSA is the agency of the European Union that provides independent 

scientific advice and communicates on existing and emerging risks associated with the 

agri-food chain. The Authority, is proposing innovative solutions as well as reforms and deregulation of the 

EU food legislation in order to support the green transition in the sector.  

Time Organization Place Activity Business Area 

Evening of October 11th - Rome  Arrival in 

Rome  

- 

 

 

 

 

 

09:00-10:00 

 

 

 

 

Confagricoltura 

Rome – 

Either 

in their 

HQ or 

in FAO 

Networking. 

Key activity: 

Presentation 

on Danish 

strongholds 

within 

biological 

solutions for 

the food & 

agriculture 

sector 

Agriculture/Feed 

 

 

 

10:00-12:00 

 

Confagricoltura  

and technical offices/members  

Rome  Sectorial and 

B2B 

meetings  

Feed, 

Agriculture, 

Dairy, Processed 

Food, Fishery 

 

12:30-13:30 

 

Confagricoltura 

Rome Key activity: 

Networking 

with Italian 

companies 

and 

stakeholders 

 

 

15:00-17:00 

 

 

FAO – Food and Agriculture 

Organization: 

 

 

Rome- 

FAO 

HQ 

 

 

 

Networking 

 

 

 

Agriculture 

 

20:00 

 Rome Relax and 

Networking 

- 
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In the afternoon, companies will have the possibility to encounter relevant players of the Italian agro-food 

sector, such as Barilla Foundation, Parmigiano Reggiano, Mutti, Consortia Prosciutto Crudo di Parma 

and the Taro River aquaculture pole.  

Barilla, Parmigiano Reggiano and Mutti are leading food companies known 

worldwide. Also Prosciutto di Parma is known internationally, and the Consortia 

already has many business contacts with some Danish companies related to swine 

farming and animal feeding. Recently, the Taro River was part of an important 

project to restore the historical tradition of trout farming and aquaculture activities. 

The TC can also arrange more specific and individual one-to-one meetings with 

potential commercial partners.  

In the evening it will be organized a dinner in a local farm, and potential Italian buyers 

and local stakeholders will be invited. 

 

 

Time Organization Place  Activity Business Area 
 

Departure at 

08:50 – arrival 

at 12:05 

Trenitalia Termini 

Station 
Transfer to Parma and 

introduction to the 

activities of the day 

 

 

13.00 – 15:00 

EFSA (European Food Safety 

Authority) 

EFSA 

HQ in 

Parma  

Networking lunch and 

presentation of the 

Agency. 

Confrontation on the 

green transition and the 

debate on food 

regulations.  

Food production 

and Food Safety  

 

 

 

16:00-18:00 

Meeting with Italian companies 

and the Academia: 

 Barilla Foundation and 

Center for 

Food&Nutrition  

  Parmigiano Reggiano, 

 Mutti, 

 Università di Parma  

 Consorzio Prosciutto di 

Parma 

 Taro River - aquaculture 

district  

 

 

 

Parma 

 

Participants will be free 

to visit and meet one or 

more  of the relevant 

stakeholders, 

accordingly to their core 

business 

Food, Agriculture, 

Animal Feed, 

Food Industry, 

Food-Tech 

 

 

 

20:00 

 

 

 

 

 

Parma  

 

Networking and 

outreach to Italian 

companies  
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Friday 14th October 

Business associations in Milan and return to Copenhagen 

The delegation will take the train to Milan. Milan hosts some of the most 

relevant industry associations within bio solutions, food ingredients and 

feed. The first meeting will be with Assobiotec, the Italian Association 

for the Development of Biotechnology which represents approximately 130 companies 

operating in the field of bio economy which includes agriculture, industry and 

environment. One of their focus is on attracting investment and create partnership for the 

Italian biotech industry. Afterwards, the delegation will meet and engage with Unione 

Italiana Food, leading association in Italy for direct representation of food product 

categories and among the first in Europe. This, will be the chance to have B2B meetings 

with their members.  

It will also be possible to organize a meeting with IBMA Italia (International Biocontrol Manufacturers 

Association), which represents the biocontrol industry, with over 250 member 

companies globally. The Association is also involved in the regulatory aspects and 

plays an active role in the decision-making process (e.g. identification of a 

common definition of bio solutions at a European level). The Italian Association 

for Biodynamic and Organic production can also be included in the programme, if companies are interested 

in it. 

Time Organization Place  Activity Business Area 

 

Departure 

at 08:05 – 

arrival at 

8:52  

 

 

 

  

Train to Milan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

09:30 -

12:30 

 

 

 

Assobiotec 

 

Milan 

 

Networking Breakfast and 

one-to-one meetings with 

potential Italian 

partners/customers of 

various forms of 

biosolutions.  

 

 

 

 

 

Food/Feed/Agriculture 

13:00- 

14:00 

  Short Lunch and Transfer  

 

 

14:30-16:00 

 

 

 

Unione Italiana 

Food 

 

 

 

Milan 

 

Further one-to-one business 

meetings between the 

participating Danish 

companies and Italian 

member companies of 

Unione Italiana Food within 

food production 

 

 

 

Food Industry  
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Contacts: 
Sara Cervellini- Trade Advisor TC Rome 

email: sarcer@um.dk  

phone: +39 0697639826 

Francesca Zaccarelli – Agri-Food Expert TC Rome  

email: frazac@um.dk 

phone: +39 3440868524 

 

IBMA Italia and/or 

Associazione 

Italiana 

Biodinamica and/or 

Associazione 

Italiana per 

l´Agricoltura 

Biologica ( Organic 

agriculture 

associations)  

 

Milan 

Networking meeting and 

further one-to-one business 

meetings between the 

participating Danish 

companies and Italian 

potential buyers within 

organic production  

Agriculture/ Animal Feed/ 

Farming/ 

/Aquaculture  

 

 

18:00- 

20:00 

 

 

 

 

Milano- 

Malpensa 

Airport 

 

 

Flight to Denmark from 

Milan (Malpensa Airport) 
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