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Nordic and Baltic farmers ask for a green agricultural policy with fair 
rules and an adequate budget 

 

The Nordic and Baltic farmers support an ambitious green agenda in order to protect envi-

ronment and biodiversity and to prevent climate change in the revision of the Common Agri-

cultural Policy. It is important to underline the fact that our organisations are supporting this 

ambition if it is in coherence with modernised rules, based on farming realities, and an ade-

quate budget. 

 

Nordic and Baltic farmers are dedicated to continuously producing sustainable and competitive agri-

cultural products and food for the consumers. This means that farmers are ready to intensify their 

efforts to solve society’s challenges in terms of climate change, environmental protection and 

preservation of biodiversity.  

 

To deliver on this agenda, the European society must recognise and address the pressure that 

farmers are meeting: Hard competition from producers in third countries which are not subject to 

the same strict requirements and high standards – including a much more lenient climate regula-

tion; ongoing consequences from the Russian embargo and the negative consequences arising 

from Brexit.  

 

Such a recognition means that the European Union must provide the Nordic and Baltic farmers with 

an adequate budget.  

 

The European Commission is proposing a New Green Architecture in their proposal for a CAP after 

2020. To be consistent with the need for simplification for farmers this requires flexibility for Member 

States to allow them the possibility to choose the most efficient ways of achieving the objectives of 

the CAP, bearing in mind that a level playing field must be preserved. This results-oriented ap-

proach must be an obvious part of the New Delivery Model. 

 

Furthermore, it means that the implementation of the conditionality under the Basic Income Support 

for Sustainability must be based on the farming realities in the different countries as well as ensure 

a level playing field between the member states. Nordic and Baltic farmers therefore support a per-

formance-based approach which adds a much-needed flexibility to the present implementation in 

the Member States.  

 

Also, it is crucially important to stress the climatic differences among member states, since many of 

new enhanced conditionality requirements simply cannot be implemented in Nordic and Baltic 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj5hr-j4_fhAhUHKuwKHVuRBx0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://zemniekusaeima.lv/en/about-us/&psig=AOvVaw0zQNb4Yw2SgmAJQiH8e_Ml&ust=1556712263199954
https://slc.fi/uploads/bilder/Organisation/SLC_logo_v1_gron_rgb-01.png


Memo 

Page 2 of 2 

 

  

countries (GAEC 2, 5 and 7 in particular). Leaving these points under the new enhanced condition-

ality does not secure the much-needed flexibility, and would lead to significant differences in pro-

duction costs among the Member States.   

 

New enhanced conditionality proposed by the European Commission must safeguard the environ-

ment and at the same time ensure that farmers can produce. However, the level of regulation must 

be kept at reasonable level to make voluntary schemes under the rural development policy and the 

eco schemes attractive.  

 

The eco scheme proposed by the Commission is potentially an interesting instrument to create win-

win situations for farmers and society alike in terms of promoting a more environmental and climatic 

friendly agricultural production. But the devil is always in the detail, and the use of this instrument 

should be based on the following elements.  

 

Rewarding farmers through eco schemes will be paid by the farmers themselves through reductions 

in the BISS. To be attractive to farmers it is therefore absolutely essential that they are offered a 

significant incentive payment and that the schemes are relevant to all farmers. If this is not the 

case, the negative impact on the farmers’ income will prevent them from making use of the opportu-

nities. Also, it is very important that the farmers see the schemes as opportunities. Consequently, it 

is fundamental that these schemes remain voluntary for the farmers – as stated in the Commis-

sion’s proposal. 

 

Furthermore, challenges on climate change or environmental performance will often be specific to a 

sector or region. It is therefore important that the schemes can be designed to target certain sectors 

or regions. This is also important for the financing of the schemes. 

 

The Commission’s proposal requires that practices to be rewarded by such schemes must be over 

and above present EU and national regulation. However, farmers in the Nordic and Baltic member 

states are met by national regulation that is stricter than the EU-regulation on a number of areas. 

To reward frontrunners, farmers ought to receive a payment under an eco scheme for such prac-

tices. Furthermore, it should be possible to use the eco schemes to pay farmers to meet new EU-

regulation already decided but not implemented yet. This could help farmers implement new de-

mands at an earlier stage than otherwise envisaged. 

 

Last point, but not to be forgotten: The BISS is essential for safeguarding the farmers’ incomes. 

Therefore, the BISS should always make up at least 60% of the originally allocated pillar 1-budget. 
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