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Negotiation framework

• June 2016: UK referendum on Brexit not targeting
agriculture sector or CAP

• March 2017: UK notified the European Council of its
intention to withdraw from the EU and start of the first 
phase of the negotiations (citizen’s rights, dialogue on 
Ireland/Northern Ireland)

• June 2017: first round of negotiations

• November 2017: sixth round of negotiations

• December 2017: the European Council welcomed the 
progress achieved during the first phase and decided that it
was sufficient to move to the second phase





Negotiation framework

• Second phase related to transition period and the 
framework for the future relationship

• There should be no ‘cherry picking’. The UK will continue 
to participate in the Customs Union and the Single Market 
(with all four freedoms)

• The Union acquis communautaire should continue to apply 
in full to the UK as if it were a Member State

• The UK will be a third country as of 30 March 2019. As a 
result, it will no longer be represented in Union 
institutions, agencies, bodies and offices

• The transition period needs to be clearly defined and 
precisely limited in time. The Commission recommended 
that it should not last beyond 31 December 2020





EU-UK trade in agriculture

• Positive EU trade net balance: 45 billion euros (2016)

• UK imports from the EU27 average a total of between 
70 and 99% of all UK imports

• All the EU27 will be negatively affected by Brexit, the 
magnitude of the impact increasing with economic 
proximity to the UK. 

• Deep integration between the UK and the EU 
economies.  

• Main sectors affected: fruit and vegetables, beef meat, 
pig meat, dairy and wine



Selected UK agrifood trade flows with the EU, 2014



Impacts on the seed sector 

• France, Germany and the UK are the three biggest seed
markets in the EU 

• UK seed sector rely heavily on export to the EU 

• Risk of disruption to current activities:

- different seed quality/seed treatment standards, which
could disrupt cross border trade

- recognition of the common catalogue of varieties in the UK 
and the issue of UK registration not being recognised in 
the EU

- a Hard Brexit would result in WTO tariffs at the UK/EU 
border (e.g. the EU currently levies a 95 euros/tonne on 
wheat seed for sowing)



Impacts on the seed sector

• Both UK and EU companies all work within a global legal
framework for seeds provided by:

- the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties
of Plants (UPOV)

- the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD)

- the Convention for Biological Diversity (CBD)

• After leaving the EU, the UK will need to develop a 
completely new domestic agriculture policy

• In order to ensure a continuation of business, it is crucial 
that a sound legal framework for trade between the UK and 
the EU is maintained



Impacts on the seed sector

• Priorities for the UK plant breeding and seed sector:

- Plant Variety Rights (PVR):

Needs of a seamless transfer of all EU-protected varieties, 
with the same variety name, priority and duration of rights

- Variety registration:

Minimise additional costs and effort, such as mutual
recognition of the common catalogue and UK listed
variteties

- Seeds marketing:

Mutual recognition of seed marketing standards and free 
movement of seed to continue without restriction

- Plant Breeding Innovation:

Opportunity for the UK to provide a more enabling
environment for agri-science, innovation and R&D 
investment



Copa and Cogeca Position Paper on Brexit

• Concerns about the slow pace of negotiations

• Maintaining a strong CAP budget

• Maintaining UK market access and value:

- the EU and the UK must maintain the closest trading 
relationship

- full recognition of food safety systems and veterinary
certifications

- avoiding the creation of new-tariff trade barriers in 
customs and border requirements

- maintaining a level playing field

• Implementing a transitional period



Copa and Cogeca Potsition Paper on Brexit

• Avoid the introduction of a physical border and trade 
restrictions between the Republic of Ireland and Northern 
Ireland

• Providing structural and adjustment support 

• Dynamic export policy

• Take into serious consideration the interests of the 
European agri-cooperatives with UK members or 
investments in the UK



Thank you for your attention.
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