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Denmark – a Food and 
Farming Country



Among the Nordic countries, Denmark is the southernmost 
and also the smallest. The peninsula of Jutland shares its 
southern border with Germany and is connected to the two 
major islands of Funen and Zealand by bridges. Formed by the 
movement and melting of Ice Age glaciers, the 4.3 million 
hectares landscape is flat and fertile, and more than 60 
percent of the land is cultivated. The climate is temperate and 
fairly distinct in four annual seasons. Denmark has a 
population of approximately 5.7 million inhabitants.

Danish agriculture is among the most efficient and knowledge 
based agricultural clusters in the world. This succes can be as-
cribed to a high level of education and organisation, embodied 
in the Danish co-operative movement, as well as good agricul-
tural soil, internal competition and demand from consumers 
and export markets. Furthermore, Denmark is in the lead when 
it comes to food quality and safety as well as the development
of new agricultural products.

Facts and figures about 
Danish agriculture and food
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“Danish agriculture is 
among the most 
efficient and knowledge 
based agricultural clusters 
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DENMARK –  A FOOD AND 
FARMING COUNTRY
Denmark has a temperate climate with plenty of rain, a fl at landscape and fertile soils. 
These are ideal conditions for agriculture. 61% of Denmark’s total area is cultivated. 
The farms are large, with an average size of 70 ha. However, more than 20% of the farms 
exceed 100 ha of land. Many farms produce crops, but a large proportion have livestock 
and especially meat, fur and dairy products are main export goods from Danish agriculture.
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DENMARK – A FOOD AND FARMING COUNTRY

The dominating field crops are cereals. Most of the cere-
als, 75%, are used for animal feed. The four most produced 
animals are pigs, cattle, chicken and mink. In Denmark, food 
production is transparent, and all products and ingredients 
are fully traceable. This ensures outstanding food safety. The 
production is efficient with low use of resources, and the 
environmental footprint is therefore small. Animal welfare is 
another focus point. This ensures healthy animals that thrive 
and deliver products of premium quality.

Denmark has a population of 5.7 million inhabitants. However, 
the food production is high enough to feed 15 million peo-
ple, a feature that shows the high productivity of the Danish 
agricultural production. Due to this excess production most 
products are exported. The agricultural cluster contributes by 
25% to the total Danish export of goods, with Germany, the 
UK, Sweden and China as the main markets and pork, fish and 
dairy as the main products.

The production is efficient 
with low use of resources, 
and the environmental 
footprint is therefore small.

The agricultural 
cluster contri-
butes by 25% to 
the total Danish 
export of goods
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This high productivity is due to a number of reasons:  

• The farmers are well educated.  

• There is intensive research and innovation in both the 
public and the private sector, and a strong tradition for 
public–private partnerships.  

• The major food enterprises are farmer owned co-oper-
atives. This implies a fast response in adapting to new 
market conditions, all the way from primary production to 
consumer, if e.g. legislation or consumer demands change.  

• Knowledge transfer within the value chain is efficient and 
farmers find it natural to share their experience. They re-
gard other farmers as colleagues rather than competitors.  

• Also, a part of the profits from the value chain is returned 
to the farmers through the co-operatives which give farm-
ers an incentive to improve their effectiveness.

Organic production is increasing globally. Denmark is a main 
driver behind this development. Danish consumers consume 
more organic produce than any other Europeans, and 33% of 
the Danish dairy consumption is organic. Almost 7% of Danish 
farmland is cultivated organically.

Organic production is increasing globally. Denmark is a main-
driver behind this development.  The Danish food and agri-
cultural cluster aims for growth in balance. This means high 
environmental awareness and focus on animal welfare while at 
the same time maintaining a productive and efficient sector. 

It has already been demonstrated in Denmark that it is pos-
sible to increase production while reducing the environmental 
footprint.

Organic 
production is 
increasing 
globally. 
Denmark is a main 
driver behind this 
development.
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DENMARK – A FOOD AND FARMING COUNTRY

The Danish food and  
agricultural cluster aims 
for growth in balance. 
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Pigs
Denmark is globally known for its production of pigs and pro-
cessing of pork meat. The sector has over the years increased 
its output due to a high degree of specialisation and a continu-
ously increasing productivity. For instance, each sow gets more 
piglets today than previously. Overall the productivity has 
almost doubled over the last three decades. 

Food safety of Danish pork is exceptionally high. No growth 
promoters or hormones are used in Danish pig production 
and the use of veterinary medicine is among the lowest in the 
world. More than 20.000 random samples are taken every year 
to test for unwanted residues. Since the monitoring program 
began in 1985, no traces of pesticides or heavy metals above 
the Maximum Residue Level (MRL) have been found. In case 
of irregularities, fast action is ensured as all products are fully 
traceable throughout the value chain.

Environmental sustainability has become a focal point in the 
Danish pig production and it is steadily improving. The environ-
mental impact of producing one pig today is only half of what 
it was in 1985.

Dairy
Danish agriculture is likewise characterised by an important 
dairy sector. Over the years it has taken advantage of  econo-
mies of scale within milk production, so the average yield per 
cow today is close to the double of what it was 30 years ago. 

Danish dairy products are characterised by a high, uniform 
quality. Superior food safety is obtained by full transparency 
within the value chain. Throughout the production, all products 
and ingredients are traceable, and the use of medicine in dairy 
cows is strictly regulated and controlled.

Dairy production in Denmark is increasingly sustainable, and 
resource efficiency is central for both farmers and dairies. With 
plenty of rainfall and temperate conditions, the Danish climate 
is favourable for an environmentally balanced dairy produc-
tion.

Food safety of 
Danish pork is 
exceptionally 
high. No growth 
promoters or 
hormones are 
used in Danish pig 
production and the 
use of veterinary 
medicine is among 
the lowest in the 
world. 
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Environmental 
sustainability has 
become a focal point 
in the Danish pig 
production and it is 
steadily improving.
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Beef
While focus traditionally has been on dairy production, Danish 
agriculture can also boast of beef production. 

As with other food products produced in Denmark beef also 
meets a very high level of food safety standard. Hormones and 
growth promoters are banned in the production process and 
the clear focus on animal welfare minimises the need for medi-
cine. The animals are fully traceable, from abattoir and back to 
the single farmer.Combined with strict control at all levels, the 
entire production chain is completely transparent.

Poultry and Eggs
Danish poultry and egg production is another important ag-
ricultural sector. It is characterised by a high degree of market 
concentration among producers and an optimised production 
process.

Danish broiler meat has a high veterinarian and professional 
standard. Broilers and hens are well protected against infec-
tions, so antibiotics use is very rarely necessary. Since 2008 
there has been a zero tolerance against salmonella and 
therefore meat and eggs are salmonella free. Full traceability of 
all products ensures fast action in case of irregularities. Water 
and energy consumption in the production is low, and high 
feed quality means a lower feed consumption per kg meat pro-
duced. The environmental footprint is therefore very small.

Mink
The mink production of Denmark has experienced a steady 
growth in recent years and large investments have taken place 
in order to optimise output and quality as well as improve the 
environmental conditions for production. 

As a result, Danish breeders produce fur of supreme qual-
ity. This can only be obtained when proper animal welfare is 
ensured. In addition to this practice, strict legislation applies to 
both keeping animals and putting them down in the best and 
most gentle way. The world’s largest fur auctions are located in 
Copenhagen, Denmark. The majority of furs sold here are from 
Danish mink.

The animals are 
fully traceable, 
from abattoir 
and back to the 
single farmer. 
Combined with 
strict control at all 
levels, the entire 
production chain 
is completely 
transparent.
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The world’s largest fur  
auctions are located in  
Copenhagen, Denmark.  
The majority of furs sold 
here are from Danish mink.
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Aquaculture and Fishery
With a lengthy coastline, and the Faroe Islands and Greenland 
in the Atlantic Ocean, fi shery has a long tradition in Denmark. 
95% of Danish fi sh are exported, making Denmark the largest 
exporter of fi sh and shellfi sh in the EU. To meet increasing 
environmental concerns, 75% of Danish fi sh are MSC certifi ed, 
guaranteeing sustainable fi shery.

THE DANISH AQUACULTURE 
INDUSTRY IS GOING THROUGH A 
RAPID DEVELOPMENT. 

The Danish aquaculture industry is going through a rapid 
development. Increasing demands for sustainability in the pro-
duction have accelerated innovation, introducing systems that 
recirculate 95% of the water. This reduces water consumption 
10 to 15 times compared to traditional systems. New species 
are introduced and organic aquaculture is gaining foothold. 
There is full traceability of Danish fi sh and shellfi sh, ensuring 
high food safety.
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Field Crops and Horticultural Production
An important sector for Danish agriculture, the vegetable 
production is mainly used for animal feed (75%), while the 
rest is consumed as food products. The main crops are cereal, 
namely barley, wheat, rye and oat. Barley is used for malt, while 
wheat and rye are used for fl our and oat goes into breakfast 
cereals. Other important crops are potatoes and rape seeds, 
and in Southern Denmark sugar production from sugar beets 
takes place. 

HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTION 
CONSISTS MAINLY OF OPEN AIR 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES, ADDING 
UP TO 63% OF TOTAL PRODUCTION. 

Horticultural production consists mainly of open air fruits and 
vegetables, adding up to 63% of total production. Greenhouse 
production is predominantly made up of pot plants, though 
the number of producers is decreasing. The food safety of Dan-
ish fruits and vegetables is high. Pesticide residues are found 
in signifi cantly fewer samples and at lower levels, well below 
threshold values, than in produce originating from other EU or 
non-EU countries. 
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Organic agriculture 
and foods 
are popular in Denmark 
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Organic agriculture and foods are popular in Denmark. Seven 
percent of Danish farmland is cultivated organically, and Dan-
ish consumers buy more organic food items than any other Eu-
ropeans. In organic production, it is prohibited to use inorganic 
fertilisers, chemical pesticides and GMO’s. In processed, organic 
products, only a very limited number of mostly natural addi-
tives are allowed. The use of veterinary medicine is even more 
restricted than in conventional Danish agriculture. In organic 
animal husbandry, animals are ensured surroundings that allow 
them to express their natural behaviour, along with plenty of 
space, daylight and access to outdoor areas
 

Danish organic production 
is subject to thorough 
inspections from state 
authorities.

Danish organic production is subject to thorough inspections 
from state authorities. The inspections take place along the 
entire value chain, from farm to fork. As authorities are free of 
economic interests, consumers have a high confidence in the 
system.
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BIOENERGY
Danish agriculture plays an active role in securing sustain-
able energy sources. About 1/3 of the straw production is 
used in central heating and energy production, along with 
mainly wood and wood chips. Second generation bioethanol, 
produced from non-food products such as straw, is rapidly 
developing, using Danish technology. Adding bioethanol and 
biodiesel to fuel is an important factor in reducing the CO2 
emissions from the transport sector.

Biogas production is based on organic waste products such 
as slurry and organic waste from industries, restaurants and 
homes. Biogas can be used as a fuel or to replace natural gas in 
central heating and electricity production. The residues from 
biogas production can be used as fertilisers, thus recycling 
plant nutrients.

Biogas produc-
tion is based on 
organic waste 
products such 
as slurry and 
organic waste 
from industries, 
restaurants and 
homes. Biogas 
can be used as a 
fuel or to replace 
natural gas in 
central heating 
and electricity 
production.
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The residues from biogas 
production can be used as 
fertilisers, thus recycling plant 
nutrients.
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Food Technology and Ingredients
The Danish ingredients industry is a major player international-
ly, with about 15% of the global market. Between 95 and 98% 
of the production is exported. In segments such as enzymes, 
emulsifiers, cultures, natural food dyes, flavours and specific 
animal proteins, such as whey protein, Danish companies are 
global market leaders. The prominent positions are obtained 
through massive and continuous investments in research 
and development. This focused work leads not only to new 
products but also to improvements and renewals in process 
technology and applications. 

Innovation in the Danish food technology sector promotes 
sustainability and aims at reducing waste and optimising 
energy consumption.  Many ingredients are based on natural 
raw materials which is a major trend in the global food industry. 
The ingredient industry is also important for the development 
of health related products, another major trend in the global 
food industry.
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Agribusiness 
The Danish agribusiness sector covers a wide array of highly 
innovative enterprises. Optimal machinery for use in the field, 
in stables and in further processing is essential for the pro-
ductivity, sustainability and high quality in Danish agriculture. 
Advanced equipment to monitor food products (such as dairy, 
meat or wine) during production enables homogenous quality 
and high food safety. Grain analysis by instruments developed 
and manufactured in Denmark ensures fair payment for farm-
ers around the world.

Animal breeding is another example of successful Danish agri-
business. The number of piglets per sow in a year has increased 
by 36% in 15 years, while the fat concentration has decreased 
by 30% since the 1970s. These significant results have led 
to an annual export of more than 400,000 Danish boars and 
several millions portions of semen.

The Danish climate is suitable for seed production, and 40% of 
all grass and clover seeds in the EU are produced in Denmark. A 
considerable production of garden seeds, such as spinach and 
various kinds of cabbage, flowers and herbs, also takes place, 
and the entire production volume is exported.
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Quality and Food Safety
Danish food products are recognised internationally for their 
outstanding food safety. From farmer to supermarket all 
products are fully traceable. This system makes it simple to 
control each part of the value chain. In case of irregularities, 
affected goods can be traced and withdrawn immediately and 
corrective action in the previous parts of the value chain can 
be taken.

The production of food and agricultural products is highly 
regulated. Most of the regulation is based on EU regulation, 
and often these rules are interpreted and implemented strictly 
in Denmark, leading to even higher standards. The areas of 
regulation include hygiene, animal welfare, the use of medicine, 
pesticides and fertilisers etc.

In certain areas, Danish  
legislation goes further 
than the EU legislation. 
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In certain areas, Danish legislation goes further than the EU leg-
islation. In addition, many food companies, such as the major 
co-operatives, have developed private and voluntary quality 
standards, containing higher requirements than the national 
legislation.  
 
Finally, some of the food production is subject to special 
contracts between smaller groups of consumers in specific 
markets, reflecting special requirements. They can be fulfilled 
through such special contracts and products would be distinct-
ly marked in order to indicate such conditions.

In addition to the EU regulation, other kinds of control also 
influence the quality and food safety of Danish products:

Special 
Contract 

Production

Volumtary
Industrial 

Agreement

National 
Legislation EU Legislation
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Resource Efficient Productivity
Productivity is key in the Danish food and agricultural cluster. 
From farm to fork, all processes are optimized and resources 
used efficiently. Continuous innovation in many areas puts 
Denmark in the lead of productivity: Advances in agro-tech-
nology improve fertilisation and nutrient use efficiency in the 
fields. The quality of feed is constantly improved. New meth-
ods such as addition of enzymes and microbial cultures to feed 
improve nutrient uptake and digestibility. All these contribu-
tions add to the total benefit both the farmers’ economy and 
the environment.

Breeding is another important factor behind the high produc-
tivity. Intensive work during the last three decades has provid-
ed remarkable results. Today, an average cow produces 64% 
more milk than in 1984 (9.700 kg annually). An average sow 
gets 30,6 piglets a year; 15 years ago it got 22,5 piglets. 

In the global market, almost all meat cuts are attractive, 
and some parts of the animal is used for production of food 
ingredients (e.g. flavours, gelatine and functional proteins) The 
final parts of the animal are classified as animal by-products 
and used for e.g. feed ingredients or, fertilisers, or used in the 
medicine industry and for production of energy (e.g. bioetha-
nol). Bioethanol is used in heating and in some countries as a 
fertiliser component. Consequently, no parts of the animal are 
wasted.

 The quality of 
feed is constantly 
improved. New 
methods such 
as addition of 
enzymes and 
microbial cultures 
to feed improve 
nutrient uptake 
and digestibility. 
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Sustainable production
The Danish food and agricultural cluster works hard to ensure 
a sustainable production, and has proven that economic 
growth is possible while at the same time reducing resource 
use. From 1990 to 2014, the value of agricultural production 
increased by 22%. In the same period, nitrogen loss to coast 
water was cut by 43%, the phosphorus excess went down 
83% and greenhouse gas emission decreased by 16%.

Private companies innovate and invest in new technologies, re-
ducing resource use and greenhouse gas emissions significant-
ly. In the fields, plant breeding and improved field practice have 
reduced the use of fertilisers. Straw is now used in bio-ethanol 
production or for heating and is no longer a waste product. 
Also in animal production, using everything has become the 
norm. This means that today, actual animal waste products no 
longer exist.
 

Straw is now used 
in bio-ethanol 
production or for 
heating and is no 
longer a waste 
product. 
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Co-operatives the Danish Way
The major food enterprises in Denmark are farmer owned co-
operatives. With today’s professional daily management, they 
are among the world’s largest exporters of safe, high-quality 
food and agricultural products. Profits are returned to the own-
ers – the farmers. It is voluntary to join a co-operative, and the 
companies are controlled by the members. The basic principle 
is “one farmer - one vote”, irrespective of farm size and produc-
tion volume.

The first co-operatives were founded in the late 19th cen-
tury and they revolutionised the Danish agricultural sector. It 
started with dairies: A single farmer with one or only few cows 
could not produce butter and cheese of acceptable quality by 
himself. By uniting, it was possible to build proper dairies with 
modern equipment and hire educated dairymen. The result 
was high quality dairy products, sold at premium prices. Soon 
after, co-operative abattoirs and farm supply companies fol-
lowed, with the same positive effects.

Today’s large co-operatives were formed by mergers over the 
last 50 years. Altogether, the turnover in the co-operatives 
makes up close to 10% of the Danish GDP.

The major food 
enterprises in 
Denmark are 
farmer owned 
co-operatives. 
With today’s 
professional daily 
management, 
they are among 
the world’s larg-
est exporters of 
safe, high-quality 
food and agricul-
tural products. 
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Education, Innovation and Knowledge Sharing
The Danish food and agricultural cluster is characterised by its 
ability to innovative. Measured by new patents, product devel-
opment and re-investment in research, Danish food companies 
are in the European elite. This position is built on education, 
knowledge sharing and co-operation.

The level of education is high in Denmark. Becoming a trained 
farmer takes from two and up to six years. It is necessary to be 
well educated to manage a large farm professionally. However, 
education also generates knowledge transfer. Farmers are inno-
vative and therefore they understand and can easily implement 
new systems and solutions.

From farm to final product, farmers are colleagues rather than 
competitors. This is important in order to adjust swiftly to new 
consumer demands or changes in regulations.
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TABLES AND
FIGURES
In this chapter you will fi nd all tables and fi gures
documenting the underlying fi gures for the
previous chapters.
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Table 1

1 Denmark – a Food and Farming Country        

Agricultural area by type of crop, 1,000 ha

2000 2012 2013 2014 2015

Total cultivated areas  2.647  2.642  2.627  2.652  2.634 

Cultivated in percent of Denmark’s area  62  61  61  62  61 

Winter wheat  611  589  542  652  617 
Spring wheat  8  31  29  17  15 

Rye  50  58  88  104  122 

Winter barley  145  104  111  145  119 

Spring barley  587  623  579  491  512 

Oats  44  51  53  35  38 
Triticale  55  39  33  32  30 

Cereals, total  1.500  1.495  1.435  1.475  1.453 

    
Pulses  36  6  8  9  12 

Potatoes  39  42  40  43  43 
Sugar beets for production  59  41  38  36  25 
Fodder sugar beets  18  5  6  7  5 

Root vegetables, total  115  87  84  85  73 

Field vegetables and flowers  11  10  10  12  11 

Fruit and berries  8  8  8  8  6 
Other plants  3  1  1  1  1 

Horticultural products, total  22  19  19  20  19 

Rape seed, total  99  127  175  166  193 
Other seed and linseed  5  1  1  1  1 

Seeds, total  104  127  176  167  194 

Seeds for sowing  79  76  80  78  71 

Cereal for green fodder  119  54  59  61  57 
Maize for silage  61  184  183  183  183 
Grass, lucerne etc. in rotation  252  332  324  316  261 

Grass and forages in rotation, total  433  569  566  561  501 

Christmas trees  -    21  19  23  19 
Other crops  1  37  37  37  25 

Grass outside rotation  166  200  195  193  261 
Set aside area with grass  191  5  9  5  7 

Others  359  263  261  258  311 

 Source: Statistics Denmark.
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Table 2

1 Denmark – a Food and Farming Country        

Agricultural area and number of holdings, sorted by size of holding

Agricultural area, 1.000 ha. Number of holdings

2000 2013 2014 2015 2000 2013 2014 2015

Without cropland 800 1.668 1.531  1.868 
Less than 5 ha. 4 3 1 3 946 764 483  419 
5-10 ha. 60 56 56 56 8457 7.803 7.835  7.506 
10-20 ha. 164 99 100 99 11.188 6.928 6.942  6.490 
20-30 ha. 161 98 93 98 6.531 3.973 3.799  3.535 
30-50 ha. 353 170 166 170 9.017 4.392 4.264  4.018 
50-100 ha. 763 389 375 389 10.891 5.400 5.216  4.945 
100-200 ha. 715 657 657 657 5.351 4.616 4.567  4.408 
More than 200 ha. 421 1.157 1.204 1.157 1.360 3.285 3.315  3.447 

Total 2.647 2.628 2.652 2.628 54.541 38.829 37.952 36.636
Average size of holding, ha 48,5 67,7 69,9 71,9

Note: From 2010 onwards, holdings with fur animals as their sole agricultural activity are included, as are several/more small holdings
Source: Statistics Denmark.

Figure 1   

Food 17,0 pct.

Remaining commodity 
export  75,3 pct.

Biobased 
products 5,8 pct.

Agro-technology 1,9 pct.

Source: Statistics Denmark.

Food cluster proportion of total exports from Denmark, 2015, pct. 
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Figure 2   

Figure 3   

Others 39,1pct.

Germany 16,7pct.

Japan 3,2 pct.

Italy 4 pct.

Russia 1,2 pct.

Norway 4,2%

Sweden 9pct.

China (incl. 
Hong Kong ) 10,4pct.

UK 8,2pct.

Poland 4 pct.

Source: Statistics Denmark.

Danish food cluster exports by countries, 2015, percent.

Others 35 pct.

Pigmeat 18pct.

Agro-technology  6 pct.

Fodder  4 pct.

Enzymes 5 pct.

Fur skin 7 pct.

Cheese 6 pct.

Fish and shell�sh 14 pct.

Other dairy products 5 pct.

Source: Statistics Denmark.

Danish food cluster exports by commodity, 2015, percent

1 Denmark – a Food and Farming Country        
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Table  3

Livestock numbers in May/June, 1,000

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Cattle, total 1.571 1.568 1.607 1.615 1.564 1.552
  of which dairy cows 568 565 587 582 563 561
  suckler cows 101 99 97 97 103 91

Pigs, total 13.173 12.932 12.331 12.076 12.332 12.538
  of which sows 1.117 1.063 1.011 977 1.032 1.034

Sheep 160 144 154 151 153 144

Hens more than ½ year old 3.900 3.815 3.958 4.646 4.743 4.671
Young chickens 14.184 14.392 14.216 14.335 13.160 12.216
  of which broilers 12.836 12.528 12.576 13.215 12.318 11.122

Turkeys 201 212 435 250 256 251
Ducks 224 230 103 101 109 248
Geese 7 7 4 8 7 7

Mink, breeding females 2.698 2.754 2.948 3.123 3.308 3.388

Source: Statistics Denmark.

2 Agricultural Production           

Size of livestock production, million kg

2000 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Milk production, total 4.720 4.909 4.881 4.995 5.105 5.192 5.309
  Butter 46 34 37 39 43 43 46
  Cheese 306 292 275 303 323 369 673
Beef and veal 171 142 145 138 140 143 135
Pork 1.748 1.974 2.011 1.906 1.903 1.944 1.954
Poultry 205 193 189 188 197 192 187
Eggs 47 55 58 59 61 61 62
Fur skin, 1,000 pieces 11.000 14.000 15.000 15.800 17.200 17.888 17.800

Source: Statistics Denmark.

Table  4
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Figure 4

3 Organic Production           
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Figure 6

2010  2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Source: Statistics Denmark.

Development of the organic market share in the retail trade in Denmark, 2010-2015, pct.
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4 Energy and Technology           

Table 5

Extracted bioenergy distributed on biomass, PJ (petajoules)

1980 1990 2000 2011 2012 2013 2014

Straw   5   12   12   20   18   21   18
Wood chips -   2   3   17   19   18   16
Firewood   8   9   12   24   23   22   18
Wood pellets -   2   5   30   33   34   37
Wood waste   4   6   7   8   9   9   7
Biogas   0   1   3   4   4   5   5
Waste renewable   6   9   17   21   21   21   21
Biodiesel/oil -   1   0   11   12   12   12
Bioenergy - total   22   41   59   136   139   140   135

Source: The Danish Energy Agency.
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4 Energy and Technology           

Food 69 pct.

2015

Bio-based products 23 pct.

Agro-technology 8 pct.

Source: Statistics Denmark.

Danish food cluster proportion of total exports from Denmark, 2015, pct. 

Figure 7
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5 Safe and Efficient 
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Table 6

Crop yield in Denmark

2000 2012 2013 2014 2015

Yield, 1,000 tons:
Winter wheat  4,651  4.371  3.997  5.083  4.958 
Spring wheat  43  154  148  71  72 
Rye  263  384  527  678  772 
Triticale  244  115  74  96  82 
Winter barley  816  649  677  790  805 
Spring barley  3,164  3.410  3.273  2.758  3.051 
Oats and mixed grain  233  303  313  217  217 
Grain maize  -    75  76  73  53 

Cereal, total  9,413  9.460  9.085  9.764  10.023 

Pulse, total  138  27  25  33  51 

Gathered straw, total  3,699  3.670  3.165  3.011  3.040 

Winter rape  263  481  684  707  .. 
Spring rape  32  3  4  2  .. 

Rape, total  294  485  688  709  826 

Potatoes  1,645  1.664  1.646  1.733  1.748 
Beets for production  3,345  2.772  2.594  2.933 
Fodder sugar beets  1,153  266  335  406  384 

Root crops, total  6,143  4.702  4.576  5.073  5.073 

Lucerne  332  281  232  262  312 
Maize for silage  2,105  6.250  6.897  7.459  5.905 
Cereal for silage  2,360  1.032  1.137  1.124  1.146 
Grass and clover in rotation  10,368  15.783  13.565  14.220  18.652 
Grass outside rotation  3,989  3.474  2.812  3.225  3.447 
After-grass from grain and whole crops  2,878  438  470  499  573 

Grass, green fodder and after-grass, total  22,031  27.259  25.114  26.290  30.034 

Yield, mill. crop units (1)
Grain, straw and pulses 108.3 100,1 95,3 102,5 105,1
Root crops 13.8 10,2 8,9 9,0 8,9
Lucerne for silage 0.4 0,4 0,3 0,4 0,4
Grass field crops 24.2 29,7 26,2 27,3 34,9
Maize for silage 5.3 16,6 18,3 19,8 14,9
Whole crop (including catch crops) 9.2 6,1 5,1 5,8 6,3
Rape 4.8 8,3 11,7 12,1 14,1

Crop yield, total mill. (2) 166.0 171,3 165,8 176,8 184,5

Note 1: 1 crop unit = 100 feed units.
Note 2: Excl. seeds for sowing and horticultural products.
Source: Statistics Denmark.

5 Safe and Efficient
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5 Safe and Efficient            
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6 Based on Co-operatives and Learning 

    Turnover in Danish co-operatives, million Danish kroner

2010 2013 2015

Dairy sector
ARLA Foods 49.030 73.600 76.321

Thiese 501 648 916

Meat sector
Danish Crown 45.211 58.029  59.556 

Tican (1) 4.001 5.051  4.898 

DAT Schaub 2.530 2.994  3.435 

Daka 966 1,007  1.019 

Farm supply sector

DLG 39.364 59.103  54.528 
Danish agro 13.347 25.128  28.476 

7.117 13.279  10.900 

2.001 3.325  3.391 

963 1.157  1.187 

Other sectors 

Kopenhagen Fur Center 

DLF Trifolium

Danæg

KMC/AKV Langholt 788 1.255  1.272

Note 1: In 2016, Tican has become a privately owned company
Source: Company balance sheets.

Table 7
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Facts and figures about 
Danish agriculture and food



The Danish Agriculture & Food Council is a trade association representing agriculture, 
the food and agro industries. With annual exports in excess of DKK 152 billion and with 
172,000 employees, we represent one of Denmark’s most important business clusters. 
Through innovation and promotion of the industry’s contribution to society, we work to 
ensure a strong position for our members in Denmark, as well as in international markets. 

Danish Agriculture  & Food Council
Axelborg, Axeltorv 3
DK-1609 Copenhagen V

T +45 3339 4000
F +45 3339 4141

E info@lf.dk
W www.lf.dk
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